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By HUGH

HE little group of men in the club

room had been discussing moatters
that they loosely termed psychology,
wnd the talk developed into a heated
argument upon the question of bravery
In war, The disputants were eminent
aivillans, but thelr age hoad apared
them fArst-hand experience of the pres-
ant war,

A young man, a Major In a Terrf
torial battallon, was sitting near the
group, and the luré of khakl was too
strong for one of the speakers to re
glst, “What do you say, Major?" said
he. "Hdve you found what our friend
here calls ‘the consclousness of moral
right' the great incentive to bravery In
the field?"

“T am afraid T do not know enough
about the men's minds to answer that,"
sald the Major, “but 1 can tell you of
an incldent, and leave the declsion to
you."

“In the ordinary way, you under-
stund, personal valor does not much
matter; some men I know are liter-
ally fearless, they do nol experience
what we call the emotion of fear at all,
becpuge, so for as 1 can understand
them, thefr minds cannot form the im-
nge of anything unpleasanl happening
to themeelves. The majority are not
in this happy case, and do mosl cer-
tainly know fear, yet the fellows one
would have Imagined could never have
stood up to the strain of modern bat-
tle fighting manage to get through with
it, though many & man hag told me
that he felt all the time as if he were
unreal—as if these terrors were hap-
pening to him in a dream,

“In the normal way the soldier's
villor I8 not put to any moral test, for
there Is no cholee, He simply has to
go on with the rest, accomplishing his
duty and taking luck as he may find it
The real test only comes in extraordi-
nary cases, nnd then usually to officers
rathor than to men,

“One of the worst moments In a
man's life is when he has to decide if
it Is his duty to persevere In a tight
corner or whether the right thing to
do Is to retire and save casualties,
The fear of being thought & coward
may then turn a man into a fool, or
the fear of being thought a fool—a
criminal waster of men's lves—may
turn A man into 4 coward.

“The incldent T propose to lay be-
fore you narrows the problem to even
finer limits than that. Towards the
end of the third war winter we had
developed a system of large-scale
trench radds in which two battaliong
would take part, At that time the bat-
talion to which I was attached was o
more or less composite unit made up
of men and officers drafted from sev-
eral reglments,

“Among our company commanders
were Shaw and Martin—those are not
their real names, of course, but they
will purpose of this
story. They had been with us several
and had got on wall
for we had a spell of pretty hard fight-
ing., quite anough to show the stufl
both of them were made of, and, go
fur as parsonal valof n the leld went,
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I do not think there was a penny-plece
difference between them. Honors then
wers not 8o thick as they are now,
but T helleye the O, C, had gent both
thelr nnmes up for recognition,

“Shaw wis o confirmed card player,
and at the time the whole hattalion
was mad on cards. You know how
¢razes run through a crowd ke that;
one month it will be jig-saw puszles,
then souvenirs will be all the rage, or
a new card game or some similar di-
version, Martin, too, played Hke the
reat of us, and we had recently aband-
oned bridge for poker, which was rag-
ing for the moment all through the
Division. The two men were not in
any way close friends, yot there wns
nothing of hostility In their attitode
towurds one ancther. Fellows in the
trenches get pretty sick of one an-
other's company, anyway, and an ne-
tive gervice mess I8 never an absolute
Agapemone, Still, as 1 say, there was
no bud blood—not even Jjealousy or
friction of any kind.

“About three o'clock in the after-
noon we wore In the Duttallon Head-
quarters’ dug-out—a nlee roomy shel
ter thnt sedulouns Germans had dug
deep down in the chalk, and which
sarved us better than it had its former
accupants. The Acting Adjutant had
called an officers’ conference on the
raid we were to make that night, and,
after the time and all details had been
sottled, he explained that owing to
recent heavy losses In officers, “Corps”
had decided that company command-
ers were to be economized, and that
even in big brigade ralds such as this
only two company commanders were
to go with esch battalion, while in
minor ralda only two subalterns per
company were to be allowed. The €,
0., he went on, had not detalled any
gpocial company commanders for the
night's duty, and suggested that the
fnirest means of deciding would be for
the officera concerned to draw lots,

“We turned the subaltérns out to
get the N, €, O.s together, and some
one suggested drawing our tickets
from & hat.

“'No,' sinid Shaw. ‘It's a good gam-
ble, Let's cut the cards for .  Any
one object?

“The suggestion wag deemed excel-
lent, and somehody produced a pocket
case with two packs in it. Shaw, as
our leading card expert, acled as mas
ter of the ceremonies

"“‘Better cut for order of drawing,'
he sald, and the group drew thelr
cards,

"“‘Now, gentlemen,’ he said, 'are we
all agreed: rules anccording to Floyle,
und the winners of the highest cards
go with the raiders? There wns a
Hitle chorus of assent as he remade
the pack and Alrted it out
upon the cerude table

"The first man drew the
dinmonds and tormed upward
upon the table withoul comment. The
second to hesitate n

fan-wise

peven ol

it face

player seemed

moment in his cholee, dabbed with a

Anger, and turmed up the king of
hearts, teat that if you can,” he aald
Shaw drew 'the knave of eclubs, and
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